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Montare
Sharvasti
Mont Etoile
Dash To The Top
Clowance

Albisola, Athlone, Ayam Zaman, 
Baroness Richter Loulwa Themelie Island

Frozen Fire (by Montjeu) becomes the
10th Coolmore-sired winner of the Irish
Derby-Gr.1 in the last 12 years.

Rk Stallion *SW•s
1 GALILEO 13
- DANEHILL DANCER 13
3 Pivotal 12
4 SADLER'S WELLS 11
5 MONTJEU 9
6 ROCK OF GIBRALTAR 8
- Invincible Spirit 8
8 DANEHILL 7
- PEINTRE CELEBRE 7
- Monsun 7

LEADING EUROPEAN
SIRES IN 2008

Source: Hyperion Promotions to 6th July
*Northern Hemisphere 

An outstanding Classic sire by Sadler•s Wells
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Tel: +44 1638 665931  | sales@tattersalls.com  | www.tattersalls.com

TATTERSALLS OCTOBER YEARLING SALE 
Book 1

October 7th Ð 10th

Featuring the only yearlings eligible for the

£2,300,000
MILLI O NS

� 4 races including the all new 6 furlong 2YO
Tattersalls Timeform Milli o ns Sprint

� £2,300,000 in Prize Money including the two
most valuable 2YO races in Britain 

� Tattersalls guaranteed prize money contribution
of £680,000

� All graduates of Book 1 of the Tattersalls October 
Yearling Sale are eligible

� Massive reduction in OwnersÕ Entry Costs 
� Race entry slashed from £10,000 to £6,000
� Free entry for Sprint and 3YO Trophy

after Millions/Fillies 800 1st forfeit 
� More races than any other 

European Sales Race Series 

Pay
Less

ÒTattersalls continues to explore new ways in
which to provide opportunities for our

members and the new race, their increased
prize money contribution, as well as the

significant reduction in entry costs tick all the
boxes as far as owners are concerned.Ò

Racehorse Owners Association President:Paul Dixon

ÒWe have increased our own guaranteed
contribution from £275,000 to £680,000 while

significantly reducing the ownersÕ entry costs
by £4,000. No other sales race series comes

close to this in terms of
value for money for owners.Ò

Tattersalls Chairman: Edmond Mahony 

Win
More

Sponsored by
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There is a preoccupation with Group 1 winners
in this issue, be it the number bred by the
subject of our cover story, Lady O’Reilly, or the
seemingly unequal struggle facing British
trainers in competing with the Ballydoyle
juggernaut.

As Julian Muscat establishes in this month’s
Big Interview, while Aidan O’Brien has breezed
to 13 Group 1 winners already this season (up
to and including July 14), British-trained horses
have won just six of the 37 top-level contests
staged in Europe. And that half-dozen includes
the success of a member of the substantial
Godolphin team, Creachadoir,
in the Juddmonte Lockinge
Stakes. 

“What is happening to
Britain’s historical dominance of
racing in Europe?” asks Muscat.
“Are the figures just a blip, or
an unsettling glimpse of the
future?”

To find out, he turned to two of British
racing’s most influential observers: Phil Smith,
the British Horseracing Authority’s senior
handicapper, and Philip Freedman, chairman of
the Flat Pattern Panel. Both men are alert to the
changing trends of racing at the top level.

Such a debate cannot be started by anything
other than the Group 1 ‘big-bang’ sparked by
the never-ending talents of Aidan O’Brien, his
team, their backers and their horses.

“They are just a long way ahead of the game,”
says Smith. “The outfit has undergone a
significant change of emphasis recently. Until
five years ago they wanted to produce Group 1
winners at three, then the horses went straight
to stud. Now they have adopted a much more
patient philosophy.” 

Freedman adds: “The result (of their change
in emphasis) is that Group races for older horses
– and the Group 1s in particular – have become
a lot more competitive.”

Now that the most successful method of
ownership – for the vast majority – is to sell
your horses on at a profit almost whenever you
can, Smith has noticed a decline in the number
of British-trained, high-quality three-year-old
handicappers who graduate into Group winners
at four and beyond.

“Among the more experienced trainers, Sir
Michael Stoute, John Gosden, Henry Cecil,
Luca Cumani and John Dunlop all have the
ability,” he says.

“I asked myself recently why none of the
younger trainers seem to be able to do it. It

can’t be because they are not
able, I’m sure of that. But now,
if you have a horse rated 100 at
the end of its three-year-old
career, the offers they get are so
massive that it takes a wealthy or
determined person to refuse.” 

One such person is Lady
O’Reilly, whose marriage to

Irish businessman and rugby legend Tony
O’Reilly left diarists spinning happily with
guesstimates of their combined wealth.

But in racing, money doesn’t guarantee
success. In another interview with busy-bee
Muscat, Lady O’Reilly outlines some of the
factors that have led her to breed 14 Group 1
winners, most recently Nahoodh in the UAE
Hydra Properties Falmouth Stakes at
Newmarket.

Her horses are bred under a variety of
banners: Skymarc Farm, Haras de la Louviere,
Petra Bloodstock Agency, and now Castlemartin
Stud.

As our coverline shows, owning a stud is not
necessarily an essential direction for putative
breeders, but boarding on good land is. 

“We have all seen people who get involved;
they buy fantastic-looking mares and don’t have
the success those mares deserve,” she says. “I
think that’s all down to good land.” �
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Introduction

Group 1 winners not
at all easy to come by

“What has
happened to

Britain’s 
dominance?”

The official publication of the ROA and the TBA
The official publication of the ROA and the TBA
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WORDS OF WARNING

Exotic diseases: “Yes, they

could happen to you” 
TBA seminar page 74

“History will
judge us 
badly...”
Failure with the Tote is not

an option, according to

ROA president Paul Dixon
pages 11 & 38

“My advice? Don’t
buy your own stud”

Latest on the Sales � www.ownerbreeder.co.uk

O’BRIEN 13, BRITAIN 6

Why British trainers can’t

cut it at Group 1 level this

season page 26

Lady O’Reilly has bred 14 Group 1 winners 

under her various guises: Exclusive interview

Richard Griffiths Editor

This month’s main cover
photo, of Lady Chryss
O’Reilly at Castlemartin
Stud, was taken by
George Selwyn
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Lady Chryss O’Reilly, who has few peers
when it comes to breeding superior horses30
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ROA president Paul Dixon has
received “a mountain of
support from all sections of the
industry” since he revealed that
a legal challenge to the sale of
the Tote is being considered.

Reflecting a rising tide of
frustration within the sport over
the way the Government has
handled the proposed sale, he
said: “We do not wish to throw
a spanner in the works by
forcing a judicial review, but we
are equally determined to do
this if racing looks like being
left out in the cold.”

Dixon argued that racing had
been “conned” by the
Government’s handling of the
Tote sale, not least because
there now appears to be a
serious threat that the Tote’s
pool betting operation might
also be sold off to bookmakers
(see ROA AGM, pages 36-41). 

“We’ve been set up to fail
from day one, and I’m not
going to allow the Government
to get away with it,” said
Dixon. “Anyone who thinks

we’re simply going to accept
whatever is handed to us is
mistaken. How can we let the
Government take the rug from
under us?”

Support for a legal challenge
was highlighted by the
Horsemen’s Group, which
represents, owners, breeders
and trainers, and other industry
factions. The sense of
frustration in the industry as a
whole is immense and has been

simmering for a long time. 
“There is a view that every

development in this saga brings
further disappointment for
racing and it’s time to hold the
Government to account,” said
National Trainers’ Federation
chief executive Rupert Arnold.

Further pressure has been put
on the Government to delay a
sale of the Tote, especially given
the current economic climate.

British Horseracing
Authority chief executive Paul
Roy and former Tote chairman
Peter Jones have both recently
made such a call. 

At the same time, former
sports minister Richard Caborn
has called for the creation of a
new Tote Trust that would

allow racing to take control of
the pool, credit and internet
operations, after the betting
shops had been sold off. �

Why racing needs an
international Superbet, ROA
Leader, page 11
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“We are determined to do
this if racing looks like

being left out in the cold”
– Paul Dixon

Levy Board chief executive
Douglas Erskine-Crum
(pictured) used his role as guest
speaker at the ROA AGM to
question whether racecourses
should allow sponsorship from
offshore bookmakers.

In his first major speech since
succeeding the late Sir Tristram
Ricketts, he asked: “Is it right
for an offshore bookmaker to
sponsor races on British
racecourses but not pay levy on
their offshore profits? And is it
right to bet with an offshore
bookmaker who doesn’t
support British racing?”

Erskine-Crum also called for
racing and betting to secure a
long-term levy agreement of up
to five years, that would address
racing’s declining share of the

betting market.
To help achieve that aim, he

said racing needed to be made
“more understandable for new
customers”.

Another aim was to “make
UK racing more available in
betting shops when customers
are there and wanting to bet,
which may mean holding more
races and having fixtures
starting earlier in the day,
continue in the late afternoon,
and finish later; as long as any
new initiative increases the
levy.”  

A third option, Erskine-
Crum added, was to
“incentivise bookmakers to
promote horserace betting in
their betting shops.”

He added: “Telephone and

internet betting is increasing,
especially on other sports. We
are seeing a seemingly
irreversible decline in turnover
on off-course
horserace
betting.” �

Long-term focus needed for levy
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Like many recent sales,
Tattersalls’ four-day mixed
July fixture failed to keep
tabs on its 2007 equivalent,
although those at
Newmarket felt a lack of
quality lots was to blame for
the falling figures as much as
the economic downturn.

The 7.5 million gns
turnover dropped by 31%,
the 14,823gns average fell
by 20% and the 7,900gns
median dipped by 28%. The
clearance rate was a healthier
80.6%. 

The top lot was Welsh
Cake, a 200,000gns half-
sister to Trans Island sold by
Kevin and Sue Mercer’s Usk
Valley Stud to Mike Caddy,
owner of Heatherwold Stud
since 2003.

Lancashire businessmen
Mike Smith and Nick Cable
made a high-profile entry
into breeding when
spending 180,000gns on the
11-year-old Boast, in foal to
Dylan Thomas. 

A strong international
presence boosted the
market, with Virginia-based
Jim Treplow buying six lots
for a total of 329,000gns. 

Treplow, who was
accompanied by advisor Joe
Seitz of Brookdale Farm,
bought Hickory Tree Farm
at Middleburg, Virginia,
from the Du Pont family.

“We find this sale is a nice

spot for us,” said Treplow.
“We like European pedigrees
and horses who can run on
the turf – everyone else is
running their horses on the
dirt, so I guess we are
contrary.”

Treplow, who could race
some of his purchases in
Europe, bought Rebellion
for 30,000gns from Darley
at the 2006 July Sale and the
colt went on to Grade 2
glory in the US.

Melbourne agent Sheamus
Mills and the Australian Kia
Ora Stud, buying through
Hubie de Burgh, were
among the antipodean
purchasers, while the
Japanese-owned but Irish-
based Brighton Farm paid
130,000gns for three-year-
old Entre Nous.

Plenty of horses-in-
training buyers came with
significant budgets, but they
had relatively few
opportunities to spend their
money.

The pick was Dalhaan,
who could continue his
career in Australia after
selling for 95,000gns to
French-based agent Crispin
de Moubray, while Julian
Richmond-Watson’s
homebred Shela House is
being targeted at the Galway
festival after being bought by
an owner with Jim Culloty
for 87,000gns.

The Maktoum family
dominated the sale as a
vendor. Shadwell and the
various Darley-managed
offerings under their own
banner, and from trainers
Mark Johnston, Alex Pantall,
John Gosden, Mick
Channon, Clive Brittain and
Luca Cumani, accounted for
118 – nearly a quarter – of
the total lots sold.

Globally, there were mixed
signs for this autumn’s
yearling sales. 

Fasig-Tipton’s Kentucky
July Sale closed with a 23%
drop in average and only
61% of the 498 yearlings
offered changing hands. The
average dropped by 10% to
$92,298. 

And in Japan, the three-
day JRHA Select Sale,
featuring yearlings and foals,
saw an 11% drop in average
and a 16.3% drop in
aggregate. 

Considering the economic
climate, JRHA vice-chairman
Teruya Yoshida described
such figures as “good”.

The Maktoums and their
associates have now
registered 28 of the 47 lots
to make six figures at the
European breeze-ups this
year. 

They paid 6,281,904gns
(64%) of the 9,861,904gns
total turnover for the six-
figure lots. �
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News Focus

TRIBUTES TO
MONICA
DICKINSON

Tributes have been paid
to Monica Dickinson,
the matriarch of the
legendary racing family
who has died aged 83.

Her husband Tony
trained some
outstanding chasers,
while son Michael made
history by saddling the
first five home in the
1983 Cheltenham Gold
Cup.

When Michael moved
to Manton in 1984, Mrs
Dickinson took up the
training at the family’s
Yorkshire stables,
saddling Badsworth Boy
to win the last of his
three Queen Mother
Champion Chase
victories in 1985. 

She also trained
Wayward Lad to win the
1985 King George VI
Chase and By The Way
to win the Whitbread
Gold Cup the same year.

The Dickinsons’
former jockey Graham
Bradley described her as
“a remarkable lady and a
wonderful human
being.”

He added: “The boss
(Tony) used to do all the
buying, Monica used to
do all the feeding and
Michael did the training
– they were a great team.
She was brilliant with all
the horses and the lads.”

Another regular rider
for the Dickinsons, John
Francome, said: “She
was a lovely lady and a
proper horsewoman. She
always had a twinkle in
her eye.”

Quality down at Tattersalls

The latest National Stud Diploma Course students received their certificates on July 11 from stud chairman
Christopher Spence, who presented 28-year-old Harry Dutfield with the Tim Dunlop Memorial Award

Graduation day for National Stud students
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CHANGES
Racing’s news in a nutshell
Fixture list Racing programme to be cut down from 1,504 meetings this year to 1,477 in 2009, although the number of National Hunt fixtures will rise to a record 566
Day-of-race reserves Bookmakers unanimous in opposing further trials, citing downturn in turnover on relevant Royal Ascot races 
Sovereign Series £10 million initiative launched to boost racing’s profile in Britain; ten Group 1 races form the centrepiece of the series (see Be Our Guest, page 15)
Mike Smith New chairman of the Tote – he has also held senior positions with Ladbrokes, William Hill and Coral
Ken Cunningham-Brown Relinquishes licence to take a break from 30-year training career, but plans to return next year with a larger team of horses
Sophie Hodgkinson 26-year-old appointed managing director of Huntingdon to become the youngest in that role in Britain
TurfTrax Ceases sectional timing at Britain’s racecourses after share price crashed on the AIM, forcing company into evasive action; the GoingStick will still be used
Pietro Romeo 25-year-old apprentice sets himself alight in freak sauna incident at Haydock, suffering burns to his chest; he waited nearly two hours for medical attention 
Irish Classics Leopardstown to host all five in 2010, as well as the Irish St Leger in 2009, due to redevelopment work at the Curragh, due to start next year
Michael Baker 28-year-old admits fraud offences, including against Henry Cecil and bloodstock companies, totalling more than £77 million
Anabolic steroids Sub-committee of the Kentucky Horse Racing Commission unanimously recommends they be banned in horseracing in the state
Joey Brown Former apprentice jockey to Ian Balding sentenced to five years in prison by a Malaga court for drug offences and vehicle theft      
Aga Khan Owner/breeder teams up with John Messara’s Arrowfield Stud to produce foals for the Australian yearling market
Roger Marley Ex-jump jockey one of three men warned off for two and a half years for substituting a point-to-pointer at the Staintondale Hunt meeting in 2006
Windfields Farm Birthplace of Northern Dancer, established in 1936, will cease commercial operations on November 1 and revert to a private farm
James Diment 27-year-old jump jockey calls time on riding career; he rode a four-timer when an amateur at Towcester in 2002
Ffos Las New turf racecourse in Carmarthenshire, Wales, due to open in June 2009, to be managed by Northern Racing; it will stage Flat and jumps fixtures    
Goffs Ronan Griffin and Elaine Lawlor appointed to the board of the bloodstock sales company 
Norma Macauley 76-year-old set to quit training ranks, citing poor levels of prize-money at the lower end of the sport
Paul Darling Barrister switches from Tote board to the Levy Board, after being appointed an independent member
Tote Announce record results for 2007/08, with peaks for turnover, gross profit, pre-tax profit, contribution to racing, and statutory levy payment
Levy Board Unveil record-breaking figures for betting income for 2007/08 – payments by bookmakers and the Tote came in at £116.5 million

News

People and business

Heatseeker Five-year-old son of Giant’s Causeway retired; formerly trained by David Wachman in Ireland, his biggest win came in the Grade 1 Santa Anita Handicap
Turbo Linn (pictured) Alan Swinbank-trained mare, winner of her first eights starts in bumpers and on the Flat, is retired; she won the Group 2 Lancashire Oaks 
Haradasun Queen Anne Stakes hero is retired; the five-year-old son of Fusaichi Pegasus will take up stallion duties at Coolmore Australia’s base in New South Wales
Compton Admiral Group 1-winning son of Suave Dancer, now 12, moved from Manor Farm Stud to Erik Penser’s Compton Beauchamp Stud
Soldier’s Tale Seven-year-old son of Stravinsky, winner of the 2007 Golden Jubilee Stakes, retired by the Sangster Family to Swettenham Stud in Victoria, Australia
Mine Mike Dawson-owned ten-year-old, trained by James Bethell, retired after running unplaced in the Bunbury Cup, a race he had won on three occasions 
Accordion Etoile Winner of the 2006 Grade 1 Swordlestown Chase at Punchestown, and fourth to Hardy Eustace in the 2005 Champion Hurdle, is retired
Xellance 19-time winner on the Flat, over hurdles and over fences is retired following his 100th outing

Racehorse and stallion – movements and retirements

Unsuspected 36 Dam of Yorkshire Oaks winners Sally Brown and Untold; the daughter of Above Suspicion won eight races for trainer Ryan Jarvis 
Blitzkreig 25 High-class chaser for the Edward O’Grady stable; bought by JP McManus, the grey’s nine wins included the 1991 Victor Chandler Chase      
River Falls 19 Son of Aragon who stood at Girsonfield Stud in Northumberland; trained by Richard Hannon, he won the 1991 Gimcrack Stakes
Vindication 8 Eclipse champion juvenile colt of 2002; he was the last son of Seattle Slew to enter stud and spent his career at Hill ‘n’ Dale Farm in Kentucky

People obituaries  Age

Freddie Williams 65 Fearless Scottish bookmaker who was renowned for taking six-figure bets on course
Monica Dickinson 83 Matriarch of the Dickinson dynasty, whose achievements were topped by her son Michael saddling the first five in 1983 Cheltenham Gold Cup
Harry Cooper 95 Racehorse owner and punter, well-known in the north of England, who had horses with Peter Easterby 
Paddy Foran 67 Former jump jockey associated with the Harry Bell and Arthur Stephenson stables in the 1960s
Tim Mahony 77 Prominent Irish businessman and chairman of Ballylinch Stud, who bred 2006 Breeders’ Cup Turf hero Red Rocks
Edward Crow 68 Leading point-to-point figure in the north-west of England who owned Hardwicke Stud in Shropshire
Betty Pipe 85 Mother of 15-time champion jumps trainer Martin Pipe, who was a much-loved figure at Pond House
Lynn Wilson 69 Businessman and owner; had Cheltenham Festival wins with Henry Mann, Barna Boy and Greenhope, while Enjoy The Moment won at Royal Ascot
Dick Smalley 89 Former senior starter who rode his own horse, Hallowe’en, to win the 1951 Foxhunters’ Chase at Cheltenham

Horse obituaries   Age

In association with
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Tweenhills Farm & Stud 

Tweenhills Racing 

David Redvers Bloodstock

Suppliers of top quality hay and haylage to the racing industry. Clients include Venetia Williams, 
Whitsbury Manor Stud, Tweenhills Farm & Stud and Trickledown Stud. 
Contact Ben Rich on 07774 725332 to discuss your requirements.vale hay
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LUCKY STORY 2YO – 
THE BEST SEEN ANYWHERE  
It has been an exciting time for first-season sire and resident Tweenhills stallion,
Lucky Story, having sired the best two-year-old seen out anywhere in 2008 in 
Art Connoisseur.  

Art Connoisseur’s performance in the Coventry Stakes (Gr.2) at Royal Ascot was
highly impressive, where he showed a devastating turn of foot to come from last
to first in a matter of strides. Timeform has rated him 116, a staggering 7lbs above
any of his generation at the time of going to press. Out of the Danehill mare
Withorwithoutyou, who was bought privately for 20,000gns by David Redvers,
he will be campaigned at the top Group 1 races for the remainder of the season.      

A leading two-year-old and Champion three-year-old himself, Lucky Story’s other
winners include the Stakes filly Caranbola. He was recently much admired at the
Darley Stallion Parades in July.      

Lucky Story 2yo, Art Connoisseur, hacks up in the
Coventry Stakes (Gr.2) at Royal Ascot

OAKS SPONSORSHIP 
Tweenhills Farm & Stud sponsored the
Listed Warwickshire Oaks at Warwick
Racecourse for the third year running
on 16th June, in recognition of all the
hard work put in by the Tweenhills staff
during the busy season.

ISHIGURU GROUP
SUCCESS AT 2, 3 AND 4 
The Ishiguru colt, Ferneley, made all to
comfortably land the Group 3 Amethyst
Stakes at Leopardstown earlier this year
for trainer Francis Ennis and owner
Plantation Stud.

From the first-crop of this Tweenhills
sire, Ferneley was bred by Mount Coote
Stud and Richard Pegum. He has
achieved Group success as a two,
three and four-year-old, and now
heads for a Grade 1 in USA. 

FIRST YEARLINGS 
BY TRADE FAIR 
In August, 10 yearlings by first-season
sire Trade Fair will be on offer at the
Doncaster St Leger Sales including 
a half brother to recent Listed winner
Clifton Dancer. In addition to a filly out
of Group 3 Molecomb Stakes winner 
Inya Lake, and a colt out of the Listed
winner Aswhatilldois. 

More Group success for Ishiguru colt, Ferneley, 
in the Gr.3 Amethyst Stakes

Rachel Safir, Darren McNulty and Sarah Willis present
the prize to Bob McCreery following Ronaldsay's win 
in the Tweenhills Farm & Stud Warwickshire Oaks

OWNER/BREEDER
PROFILE
Stuart McPhee, Freelance Business
Transformation Consultant
How did you get involved in racing?
I entered into racehorse ownership
seven years ago and was soon hooked
after my first racehorse, Kelpie, won
four races with trainer Ian Balding.
What is the appeal? 
I like winning and the intellectual
challenge of planning matings.  
How did you first hear of Tweenhills?
Emma Balding recommended David.
What horses do you currently own?
Four mares in USA, and 10 in the UK
and Ireland, including a 50% share with
David in Crofters Ceilidh, the dam of the
recent Listed winner Clifton Dancer 
by Tweenhills stallion Fraam. We are
selling her yearling colt by Trade Fair 
at Doncaster, and we have her lovely
filly foal by Sleeping Indian. I also have
several horses in training. 
Most rewarding moment?
Kelpie gave us several on the racetrack,
and now as a dam she produced a
Listed runner in Fazbee and has an
exciting Galileo yearling.

Clifton Dancer gains Stakes success for Fraam 
and joint owner/breeder Stuart McPhee

GUESS WHO?
Name the jockeys lining up at the start
of the prestigious Ledbury Hunt Ball
Midnight Steeplechase on 5th July.
Needless to say the Flat jockey fell 
at the first! 

Photographer: Amanda Lockhart 
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The shortlist: British Eurosport, Racing UK, Setanta Sports News

�A great in-depth
multiplatform service
for racing fans. It has
achieved fantastic
growth, has a strong
business profile and
is much loved by its
target audience.�
The Judges, Broadcast Digital Channel Awards 2008

We couldn�t have put it better. Thank you to all
our racecourse, betting and industry partners,
and particularly to each of our 1.6 million
viewers and 550,000 website users for helping
us into the Winners� Enclosure once again.

attheraces.com
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We may have heard a greater number of
opinions expressed about the Tote in the past
two years than you can put into a Placepot
perm, but there is one central point that
everyone in racing should be agreed upon.

Whatever else happens to the Tote in the
whole protracted privatisation process, British
racing must not give up the seven-year exclusive
pool betting licence.

We may still be concerned about what
happens to the ToteÕs 540 betting shops. We
are certainly perturbed that,
because of state aid, the
Government is apparently
unable to honour its two
manifesto pledges to sell the
Tote to racing. And, yes, we
remain hopeful that, in the
event of an open market sale,
half the proceeds are passed
back to racing in a way that is
compliant with state aid
requirements and which allows
the secretary of state to
honour his recent
pronouncements.

But none of this can compare with the basic
premise that it would be morally wrong and
indefensible if the Government allowed a major
bookmaker to get their hands on pool betting
in this country. Pool betting is British racingÕs
birthright and this industry must marshal all its
many diverse forces to ensure this does not
become another blot on the landscape.

We must allow for the fact that ways in
which this may be achieved may not be entirely
straightforward. They may involve a conditional
sale, or an agreement to offload pool betting to
components within racing once the sale of the
shops has been completed. But happen it must.

Why is this so important? It is important
because pool betting offers this industry its last
vestige of hope of making a quantum leap in its
finances. Only here can I see the scope of
making dramatic progress. All other areas of
moving forward are, by comparison, simply
tinkering at the edges.

Pool betting will soon come of age, even in
the fixed-odds environment of British racing.
Computer technology and pool betting were

invented to co-exist. Data processing and
instant communication are such a natural fit for
pool betting that, given the will, British racing
can start pushing back boundaries whose
existence are now barely even recognised.

DonÕt swallow the line that we are a fixed-
odds betting nation and we cannot change the
betting habits of punters. 

DonÕt think just in terms of exactas, trifectas
or even the new swinger Ð although in these
bets there lies enormous scope. No, we, British

racing, must think bigger and
more globally.  

We must think in terms of a
global ÔSuperbetÕ, where
several major racing countries
in the world link up to
construct a regular weekend
bet that attracts huge
international pools, with
equally massive payouts. The
complexity of constructing this
may be mind-boggling, but so
are the potential benefits.

As much as the Scoop6 has
been a domestic success, the

global Superbet cannot be stretched over several
races and several hours. In these days of instant
gratification, it must be simplicity itself, asking
the players to name the first six, seven or eight
horses in the correct order, whatever the
required number of permutations.

Properly constructed and promoted, a
Superbet could begin to find a place in the
consciousness of literally millions of people who
right now do not have an inkling about the
sport of horseracing. 

Can there be any comparison between
watching 16 horses fight out the finish of a
weekly million-euro race with watching six
coloured balls being selected from a drum? 

Just think how the public perception of such
a bet would rub off on horseracing generally.
The task of promoting British racing could be
achieved in one fell swoop. 

Only with a bet of this nature will we achieve
the sort of payouts that will promote racing in a
way that a million marketing men could not.  

This is why pool betting must not be allowed
to slip from the grip of British racing. �

AUGUST 2008 THOROUGHBRED OWNER & BREEDER11

ROA Leader

We must defend
our Tote corner

ÒWe should
think bigger,
more globally,
in terms of a

ÔSuperbetÕ with
other major
countriesÓ

Paul
Dixon
President
Racehorse
Owners
Association

Above all else, pool betting canÕt be allowed to slip from British racingÕs grip
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